
Capability Statement 

Flowers for Heroes NFP 

205 E. Butterfield Rd 

Suite 423 

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 

Points of Contact: 

Russell P. Phillip, Founder/Executive Director 

russ@flowersforheroes.org 

(630) 319-5189 

 

Jerry H. Cizek, Director of Operations 

jerry@flowersforheroes.org 

(630) 935-4202 

 

Certification: 

501(c)(3) Public Charity 

 

Who We Are 

Flowers for Heroes NFP (FFH) is a 501(c)(3) public charity operating from the Chicago-land area.  FFH 

provides assistance to Gold Star families in the form of groceries; allowing them to focus their financial 

resources towards other essential living expenses.  Additionally, to recognize and honor the sacrifices 

made for our nation, FFH places flowers on the headstones of our military veterans at military cemeteries 

across the United States.  

 

Our Mission 

To support Gold Star families; raise awareness of Gold Star families and motivate others to assist them; 

and to honor our deceased military veterans who have served our great nation. 

 

Our Approach 

Flowers for Heroes utilizes various fundraising programs and events for our operations and events. Our 

signature events are known as Fallen Veteran Flower Placement Ceremonies. These events bring 

communities and organizations together to pay tribute to deceased military veterans. By drawing 

thousands of supporters to these events, FFH effectively increases awareness for the needs of Gold Star 

Families. 

 

Our Partners 

Larym Design, Russ Wholesale Flowers, The Your Bridal Flowers Network, State Street Financial 

Group, CPA Marketing Group, Synergy Law Group, Paulsen Productions, Hype Monkey Productions, 

and Faizan Qureshi Designs. 

 

Notable Recognition 

- Honored over 5,000 military veterans laid to rest at The Soldiers National Cemetery in Gettysburg, 

PA 

- Honored over 15,000 veterans and their family members laid to rest at Abraham Lincoln National 

Cemetery 

- Flowers for Heroes participation in the first ever Veterans Day Ceremony at Abraham Lincoln 

National Cemetery has led to this becoming an annual event recognized by Veteran Affairs 
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Thank you for taking the time to learn how partnering with Flowers for Heroes (FFH) will mutually 

benefit both our organizations.  Enclosed is detailed information outlining how FFH makes a significant 

difference in the lives of our veterans and  the families whose loved ones  were killed in action while 

serving in America’s armed forces (known as Gold Star Families). 

Too many men and women lost in our military are lost in battle. Many times, their families left behind 

are destitute and unable to recover from their loss. FFH is dedicated to providing assistance to Gold Star 

families based on their individual needs. Our partnership will allow more of these families to receive the 

support they require to live fulfilling lives. 

Additionally, FFH recognizes and honors the sacrifices made for our nation by our military.  Through our 

Veteran Flower Placement ceremonies, tens of thousands of service military men and women are 

honored by placing flowers at the headstone of their final resting place. 

By developing a lasting relationship with Flowers for Heroes, you will be welcomed into a community of 

dedicated patriots. Together we will give back to the families that have sacrificed so much for our 

freedom. 

We differentiate ourselves in the following areas: 

- FFH partners with qualified veteran support organizations (such as the IL Military Order of 

the Purple Heart) to ensure that the families with the greatest need receive our assistance. 

- By drawing thousands of supporters to these events, FFH helps increase awareness for Gold 

Star Families. 

- FFH feels it is imperative to honor our deceased veterans at every VA cemetery in the 

United States and abroad. 

Partnering together will provide you the greatest opportunity to help Gold Star families and honor the 

memories of the men and women of our Armed Forces. 

We look forward to developing a great working partnership with you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Russ Phillip, Jr. 
Founder/Executive Director 
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Why Sponsor?  Flowers for Heroes:  A Unique Model for 

Supporting Gold Star Families and Honoring Veterans 

Flowers for Heroes (FFH) has developed a unique program to honor our deceased veterans.  

Through this program, we are able to provide direct assistance to Gold Star based upon the 

individual needs of each family.  Utilizing resources from a wide range of supporters, FFH is able 

to accomplish the following: 

ü Improve the lives of Gold Star families by providing them with the essentials needed to live; 

ü Increase awareness for Gold Star families; 

ü Honor the memories and sacrifices of tens of thousands of veterans each year; 

ü Unite communities around the US to pay tribute to our fallen members of the armed forces. 

What this means to you 

With our organization, you will be able to do the greatest good for those who have given so 

much to protect our American freedoms. Whether you are looking to make a difference in the 

lives of military families or pay tribute to those who served in America’s Armed Forces, Flowers 

for Heroes offers the ability to do both at an unprecedented level.   

By Partnering with Flowers for Heroes 

ü Your organization’s logo is prominently displayed on our web page and viewed by 

thousands of visitors each day. 

ü You are recognized for your dedication by our nationwide network of supporters including 

military personnel and Gold Star families. 

ü Your are invited to be our special guest at all Flowers for Heroes events including our Fallen 

Veteran Flower Placements 

ü Your organization can pride itself for being a significant part of improving the lives America’s 

Gold Star Families 

 

Now is the time to for your organization to become a part of what is soon to be the largest Gold 

Star support organization in the United States. We understand your organization is looking to 

do the greatest good in the communities you reach. Make the decision to partner with Flowers 

for Heroes today.  

www.FlowersforHeroes.org 
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2010 Schedule 

Memorial Day Ɗ May 31
st
 

Danville National Cemetery 
 

Independence Day Ɗ July 4
th
 

Antietam National Cemetery 
 

Veterans Day Ɗ November 11
th
 

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery 
 

 

 

 

Fallen Veteran Flower Placements: An Overview 

The Fallen Veteran Flower Placement Ceremonies 

provide recognition to our veterans in a way that 

has never before been done. Thousands of 

Americans gather to pay their respects to those 

who have served in the Army, Navy, Air Force, 

Marines and Coast Guard. Fresh flowers are placed 

on the final resting place of these brave men and 

women to symbolize how their memories live on in 

our hearts. 

 

Gold Star & Flower Placements 

Our mission is centered on America’s Gold Star and we utilize the Fallen Veteran Flower 

Placements as a big part of raising awareness for the need to support these families. Gold Star 

families are presented with special bouquets of flowers to place on the resting place of their 

loved ones. In addition, we devote a special time during the ceremony for those families to 

properly pay their respects.  

 

Flowers for Heroes Makes History 

Our organization made history on Veterans Day 2009 as over 17,000 flowers were placed on 

every headstone of our veterans at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery. This event attracted 

highly respected military dignitaries, government officials, dozens of various service groups, and 

thousands of supporters from all across the nation. 

 

Previously the Department of Veteran Affairs has 

never had an organized event on Veterans Day in the 

Midwest region of the US. We have since committed 

to making this an annual event nationally recognized 

by the Department of Veteran Affairs. 

www.FlowersforHeroes.org 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How much will it cost to partner with Flowers for Heroes? 

While we offer various sponsorship packages, you are encouraged to donate whatever you are 

capable of; either financially or otherwise. 

What are the funds used for? 

Funds are used to assist Gold Star Families based on the individual needs of each family. 

Additionally, funding is used towards our Fallen Veteran Flower Placements to honor our 

veterans who are no longer with us. 

Are there other ways to contribute to Flowers for Heroes besides monetary 

donations? 

Yes, we are always looking for volunteers for our events and we would love your help. We also 

use a wide variety of materials and supplies for our events and various activities.  

How are Gold Star families helped? 

Flowers for Heroes donates groceries to the families for a specific period of time based upon 

their individual needs. By doing so, they are capable of using their financial resources for other 

important living expenses and improve their living conditions. 

How can I help right now? 

Pickup the phone and call 877-923-2769 or email info@flowersforheroes.org right away! We 

look forward to hearing from you. 
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